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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No.: Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-190663 
Examiner's Notice Date: June 20, 2006 

Examiner: Rikuko KAYA 3054 SHOO 

Attorneys for Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other 6 attorneys) 
Applied Sections: Main Clause of Section 29, and Section 29 (2) 



This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

1 . The invention as claimed in the following claim(s) is 
unpatentable under Section 29 (1) of the Patent Law. 



REMARK(S) 

Claim 10 merely recites the artificially-arranged procedure for design 
assist, not utilizing any law of nature, and thus the claimed invention does not 
fall within the "invention". 

Similar objections apply to claims 11 to 14. 



2. The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the 
following publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign country 
prior to this application or the invention made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a 
foreign country prior to this application. 

REMARK(S) (refer to references cited) 

Claims 1 to 15 
References 1 to 4 

Reference 1 discloses a product evaluating device "comprising an editing 
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part for interactively editing data on materials for child parts among parts 
constituting a product and masses thereof, parts or child parts to be 
disassembled and order for such disassembly, and fastening method, wherein a 
product evaluation index calculating part recalculates the evaluation index of the 
product using the data edited by the editing part" (claim 4). 

The present invention as claimed in claim 1 and the invention disclosed 
in Reference 1 are different in that an improvement plan is displayed in the 
claimed invention, but is not displayed in the cited invention. 

However, References 2 to 4 (see Reference 2: claim 3, Reference 3: 
claim 2, and Reference 4: claim 7) disclose the feature of displaying an 
improvement plan based on the results of environment load evaluation of a 
product designed, and thus no particular difficulty would be found in combining 
the feature with the invention disclosed in Reference 1 . 

If a new reason for rejection is noticed, a further Office Action will be 

issued. 
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3. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-105778 
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Prior Art Search Report 

Searched Field(s): IPC G06F17/50 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 

In the case where there is any inquiry concerning the contents of this 
Official Notification of Reasons for Rejection or in the case where there is a 
desire for an interview concerning this Case, please contact the following: 
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Rikuko KAYA, Image Processing, Patent Examination Department 4 
Tel: 03(3581)1101 Ext. 3531 
Fax: 03(3501)0715 
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